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BUILDING APPLE PARK 


COST HOW MUCH 


217 


County assessor's office estimates the total at roughly 
$5 billion, significantly more than the $1 billion estimate by construction analysts 


KARL MONDON — STAFF ARCHIVES 


Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks in front of a rendering of the company’s new “spaceship” headquarters, which may have cost $5billion to build. 


By Seung Lee 


slee@bayareanewsgroup.com 


CUPERTINO » The “spaceship” 
of Silicon Valley has landed in 
Cupertino, but the question re- 
mains: How much did it cost 
to build? 

Construction data and ana- 
lytics startup BuildZoom esti- 
mated in October that the new 
Apple campus cost more than 
$1.1 billion, based on the build- 
ing permits. 

But longtime Santa Clara 
County Assessor Larry Stone 


IT COST HOW MUCH? 


Apple's shiny new campus may have cost $5 billion to build, nearly $4 billion more than the original estimate. 


You could buy 


Tesla Model S 


estimates that costs for the 
iPhone maker’s shiny new cam- 
pus far exceeded BuildZoom’s 
estimate, and may be closer to 
$5 billion — or just about the 
cost of 5 million iPhone X’s. 
Due to the campus size of 75 
acres and the company’s ambi- 
tion of creating a large, ring- 
shaped structure with no visi- 
ble bolts or screws, Apple Park 
has no clear parallels in Santa 
Clara County. 
Levi’s Stadium, another re- 
cent massive construction 
APPLE » PAGE6 


5 million 
iPhone X 


4 Levi's Stadiums 
$1.3 billion each 


Attendees 
enter the 
Steve Jobs 
Theatre at 
Apple Park on 
September 12. 
BuildZoom, a 
construction 
data and 
analytics firm, 
estimated the 
cost at $1.1 
billion. 
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Eastern span 


You'd need $6.4 billion for that. 
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Making the grade not so simple anymore 


Color-coded matrix 
replacing the old API 
confusing for some 


By Sharon Noguchi 


snoguchi@bayareanewsgroup.com 


About one-quarter of Cali- 
fornia’s school districts don’t 
make the grade in serving stu- 
dents — either in achievement 


the state’s new school report 
cards. 

Oakland, Hayward, Antioch, 
Mount Diablo and Pittsburg 
unified school districts and 
East Side Union High in San 
Jose are among the 228 poorest 
performers in the state. 

Most of those districts fail 
to meet benchmarks for one or 
two groups of students, partic- 
ularly with those who have dis- 
abilities. In East Side, for ex- 


that category as well as with 
homeless and foster youth stu- 
dents. 

The online color-coded re- 
ports released this week fea- 
ture a five-tier rating of dis- 
tricts and schools, the first 
time in four years that the 
state is grading public schools. 
The new system replaces the 
Academic Performance In- 
dex, known as the API, that 
awarded a single number to 


“It’s very, very hard 
to understand. I 
would love to see 
clear data as to 
how schools are 
performing, even 
schools in affluent 
neighboring cities.” 


— Cecilia Barragan of East Palo Alto, 
mother of a first-grader 


Assemblyman 
Matt Dababneh 
has denied 
accusations of 
sexual misconduct. 
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Another 
California 
legislator 
resigns 


Lobbyist accused 
Dababneh of cornering 
her in hotel bathroom 


By Katy Murphy 


kmurphy@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SACRAMENTO » California assem- 
blyman Matt Dababneh on Fri- 
day became the second state law- 
maker to abruptly leave office in 
a cloud of sexual misconduct alle- 
gations, just days after a lobbyist 
accused him of sexually assault- 
ing her in a ho- 
tel bathroom. 
The 36-year- 
old San Fer- 
nando Valley 
Democrat — 
who adamantly announces that 
denied that he bewill resin 
cornered lob- ; diat i 
byist Pamela BAGERA Ei 
Lopez in a Las 
Vegas bathroom in January 2016 
and urged her to touch him — 
submitted his resignation late 
Friday afternoon, effective Jan. 1. 
“To be absolutely clear, the alle- 
gations against me are not true,” 
he wrote in a letter to Assembly 
Speaker Anthony Rendon. “How- 
ever, due to the current environ- 
ment, I, unfortunately, do not be- 
lieve I can serve my district ef- 
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More 

inside: Ari- 
zona Republican 
Trent Franks, 
facing an ethics 
investigation, 


Wages 
remain 
mostly 
stagnant 


Despite strong job market, 
pay bumps hard to come by 


By Danielle Paquette 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON » As the nation’s 
post-recession recovery turned 
into a long-running economic ex- 
pansion, policymakers had hoped 
wages would start to boom once 
laid-off workers found jobs. With 
workers in shorter supply, they ar- 
gued, companies would start of- 
fering raises to attract new em- 
ployees and keep their current 
ones. 

But as the unemployment rate 
has dipped to a 17-year-low of 4.1 
percent and firms nationwide 
struggle to fill vacancies, workers 
aren’t seeing the pay hikes that 
were supposed to come with what 
analysts call the strongest labor 
market in two decades. 

“People are finding jobs more 
quickly and easily,” said Jason 
Furman, an economics professor 
at Harvard University and for- 
mer Obama Administration of- 
ficial. “They’re more confidently 
quitting their jobs to find another. 
Everything with the way people 
are behaving is consistent with 
the strength in the labor market, 
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